Chapter Ten

THE HUDSON MEMORIAL: "RIMA": 1925

THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS,
including artists and writers,, asked me to do a
memorial to W, H, Hudson, author of Green
Mansions, The Purple Land, arid books on birds
and the wild life of South America and England.

I was asked to do a panel in an enclosure which was to be
called the Bird Sanctuary. I made two sketches showing
Hudson himself, and was informed that the Office of Works
would not accept a representation of a person, that is anything
in the way of .a portrait, in Hyde Park, and that I would
have to make a design of a more symbolic nature.

In the meantime I was invited to attend a meeting of the
Royal Society and hear their views on this matter, This
meeting was a large one, and in the course of discussion John
Galsworthy rose and declared that, in his opinion, I was not
the right man to do the monument, He spoke, I thought,
with some bitterness, and I was told later that he had proposed
for the work another sculptor whom he kneW personally,
I agreed at this meeting to make a model which would incor-
porate the idea of Rima, the heroine of Green Mansions,
and my particular supporters on this occasion were Muirhead
Bone, Cunninghame Graham, and Holbrook Jackson, I
made a sketch which was passed by the Office of Works, and
I started at once in Epping Forest, in a shed, on the direct
carving of the panel from a block of Portland stone. This
took me seven months, 1924-1-925, working through the
winter, solitary, surrounded by silent and often fog-laden
forest. In the spring, on a fine May morning, the memorial
was unveiled in Hyde Park.
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